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EDITOR’S NOTE. 

Delay in the receipt of mails from Western China has pone 
held up the publication of the “ Bulletin”; and even now, no 
letter has yet been received from Bishop Bevan. We are sure 
subscribers will appreciate the difficulties of these war days, and 
would assure them that future issues will be sent out as near the 
usual dates as possible, but must ask for their indulgence when 
delays are unavoidable.—F.H-H. | | 


Letter from Song. 


The Bishop’s House, 
Pi Fang Kai, 
Chengtu, Szechwan, 
_ November 16th, 1940. 
Dear Fito of West China, 
I am sorry to say that it is again a long time without 


writing to you, so before saying anything I must apologise 


for my long silence. You know how time flies away like 


an arrow, especially when your hands are too full. Apart — 


from one’s ordinary daily work, there is the running out 
and in to get away from the enemy's bombs that takes so 
much time; and then there are new opportunities for service 
because of the war situation, and these keep one extra- 
ordinarily busy. This leads me to say how profoundly 


sympathetic we all are towards you in face of the European 


war. We know you are passing through harder times than 
we.are here. We do pray that God will graciously keep you 
safe and sound, and give you quietness of mind and spirit 
to tackle your daily work. How we wish that the Lord 
would stretch out His right arm to crush the demoniac 
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forces, that the righteous nations in the world may have 

the victory, and thé war soon come to an end. Chengtu 

has been bombed several times, and the time before the 

last our place was badly shaken and a bomb fell at the 

side of our wall but did not explode. A number of glass 
windows were broken and several ceilings fell down in the 
Diocesan Hostel. 

Now let me tell you the story of my recent tour in the 

Diocese. It was a great privilege for me to have = i 

H. A. Maxwell—the new Mission Secretary—and_ Dr 
Frank Knights travelling together with me. Mr. Maxwell 

has good Chinese and keen observation, so that he observed 

things more than the ordinary traveller. He knew most 

of the places of the Diocese before, and is able to put his 

experience and insight and sympathy into the work, which 

are very valuable. Dr. Knights is a missionary who comes 

out to share and not to inject, so he can win the hearts of 
_ the people without difficulty. We started our trip early on 
Monday, Oct. 14th, and got to Sintu by about 11 o’clock. It 

was nice to see Miss Jones again. After greeting each other, 

we saw Pastor and Mrs. Keo dashing out to meet us. We 

had a cup of tea in Miss Jones’s drawing room; after | 

which our Pastor came to stir us to work by telling us e 

that it was time for us to have the Confirmation Service. 

We had this Service in the Church. It was quiet and orderly. 1 

I preached the sermon, and there were ten persons con- 
| firmed. It was an unexpected joy to me to find among the 
a candidates a lady by the name of Wang—a native of Shensi, 
related to my son-in-law Dr. Chang’s family. After the 
service we had a Vestry Meeting in the Guest Hall. Pastor : | 
Keo presided. He was very active in the meeting and . 
i turned it into a one-man show. However, both Mr.. 
Maxwell and I had opportunity to tell them the reason 
why we wanted the Vestry Meeting at each place we 
visited. It was because we were eager to give the church 
members a chance of expressing their own opinions 
with regard to the affairs of the Diocese, in case we 
should not be able for financial reasons to hold a proper 
Synod in January, 1941. The idea of having a Vestry 
Meeting at each place was really originated by Mr. Max- 
well. We also spoke to them about the urgency of increas- 
ing the Self-support Fund because we wanted them to be 
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sympathetic. towards the supporters in England who are 
facing a very hard time at present. At the same time it 
was an education to them to realise something about the 
situation in the world. By these means we could invoke 
sincere prayers from them for the Mother Church in Eng- 
land. I also told them that it was high time for every 
church member to realise that he or she is an active worker 
in the Church. Thus Church life can be made more 
interesting. 


After the Vestry we had lunch in Miss Jones’ house. 
It was a surprise and delight to me to find many real good 
Chinese dishes on the table, not “ foreign-Chinese ” once ! 
The secret was that Miss Jones had a cook who was a 
proper Chinese cook. You can imagine how we enjoyed 
our food after our 40 li journey and work in Sintu! 


In the afternoon I had the opportunity of visiting the 
church members with the Pastor on the streets, while Alec 
and Frank had a long talk with Miss Jones &bout medical 
problems. In the evening we were all invited to have | 
supper in Mrs. Keo’s house. We enjoyed the fellowship 
as well as the food. Mrs. Keo is a quasi-old-fashioned 
‘Chinese woman—always kind, diligent and hospitable. 
Pastor Keo is a lover of flowers, and his garden is a great 
attraction to people of many classes in Sintu. God can 
use a man’s hobby to bring glory to His Name. Pastor 
_ Keo Its sixty-eight years old and still very energetic. Mrs. 
Keo is approaching sixty, and has given birth to eighteen 
children. Through the process of natural selection, only 
six are left. They are all pretty girls, studying in different | 
schools, and are a great treasure to their parents. 


On the morning of the 15th we said ea hie to Sintu 
and travelled 50 li, and reached Hanchow by noon. It was 
so nice to see Mrs. Donnithorne beaming with smiles as she 
came out to welcome us. She is always very hospitable 
and thoughtful for her guests. It is a great comfort and 
joy for anybody to go into their house and stay. Mr. Donni- 
thorne is very kind and congenial. It is very nice to get 
his affectionate, fatherly attitude. If you talk to him about 
anything vital, you can always be sure that he will give 
you a hearing, which shows that he is greatly concerned. 
We talked about several subjects that evening, and one 


4 
could see how anxious Mr. Donnithorne felt about Mr. 
Wang Chi-shuen’s livelihood. Then we talked about how to 
help the few Christians in an out-station of Hanchow to 
have a place for worship. It was interesting and nice to visit _ 
the Chinese pastor (Mr. Wang Chi-shuen) and his wife and 
five children. They are under great financial strain and 
- yet they are very patient. It was one’s privilege to try 
and comfort them and remove a little bit of their burden. | 

On Wednesday, the 16th, we started for Chongkiang. 
We all had to travel by ricksha from Lienshan, which is 30 
li from Hanchow; then we had to hire hua-kan for the 
remaining 90 li, which is hilly. We were obliged to take 
as little luggage as we could manage. I got a hua-kan after 
_my breakfast at the market; but I had to pay $9.50 for the 
90 li! Two years ago one needed to pay only $1.50! The 
sight of Mr. Maxwell and Dr. Knights frightened the coolies 
so that they ran away, and would not carry them even for 
$20! So these two brothers had to walk, which caused 
great admiration from my ricksha boy who followed me on 
the road, because they walked with leather shoes on, 
whereas Chinese people always walk a long distance in 
sandals. At that time, how I admired Bishop Holden’s 
legs! Had I had his legs I should have enjoyed walking 
with my two brothers and joining in the conversation along 
the road. However, as I was deprived of this gift I had to 
content myself by reading as I travelled by hua-kan. While 
this war goes on blood is shed in the front lines, yet the 
hills and the trees remain the same. The flowers continue 
to blossom and the grass to grow, and the running brooks 
still murmur on the hillsides. So we could think and 
pray as we travelled along. 

We reached Chongkiang about 5 p.m. It was a welcome 
sight to see Pastor Lin, with Mrs. Lin and a group of 
Christians who came out to meet us, but unfortunately 
missed us. This was due to my own naughtiness, as I 
evaded them in order to have a bowl of mien to satisfy 
my hunger in one of the little shops on the street, for I 
had had no dinner that day and I did not want them to 
meet a hungry bishop! In other words, I wanted to meet 
them when I felt at my best. However, as Mrs. Lin saw 
me she guessed my. naughtiness and called out that there 
was no immediate hurry to prepare supper as the bishop 
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had already had something! How we enjoyed each other 
when we sat down in one common room and chatted about 
the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God. After supper 
in Mr. Lin’s house it was a comfort and joy to see Mrs. 
Lin play the part of Martha very rarer cstcaids Then we 
had prayers and retired. 
The next day we started our work at Chongkiang. I had 
a Confirmation Service in the morning. Nine were con- 
firmed. I preached on the subject of how young Gideon 
saved Israel, and applied that to the present day situation. 
The country people do enjoy a story. You could hear a 
pin drop as the story went on, and the members of the 
congregation responded each in his or her own way. The 
service was quite long, but it was a thorough treat to them 
all. (I could not hold such a long service in the city of 
Chengtu !) In the afternoon Mr. Maxwell preached. After 
his preaching he turned the service into a witness meeting, 
and gave the members a chance to bear witness for the 
Lord. He limited each person’s time. It was amusing to 
see one or two old people standing up with perfect zeal 
but talking all off the point. There were of course quite 
a number who did speak to the point, so it was a very good 
meeting. After the service Mr. Maxwell and Dr. Knights 
had the opportunity of having a good conversation with 
Miss Elder, while I went out to visit the Christians on the 
streets. It was very nice to see Miss Elder in Chong- 
kiang, and enjoy the fellowship with her. In the evening 
I had supper with the Lins and we entered into a deep talk 
about life—how much we all have to learn. The Lins have 
certainly made progress—in their work and in their 
attitudes. How we thought about the Rev. and Mrs. R. C. 
Taylor, and Lionel and Kathleen. Their life and work in 
Chongkiang are still remembered and treasured. | 
On Friday, the 18th, we started back to Hanchow, 
and on Saturday, the 19th, we arrived at Tehyang. 
It was only noon, and we were so happy to see Miss Fugl 
with her face full of smiles—a mark of her genuine hos- 
pitality. You feel that Miss Fugl is giving of her best 
to her guests—a mark of genuine love and thought- 
fulness. We were gladdened by seeing the new wife of 
Pastor T’ang, who is a native of Hopeh, Peiping, a clever 
girl full of capability. It was a great joy to go into the - 
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Pastor’s house. Mr. T’ang loves cleanliness and tidiness, 
~ so does his wife. The couple succeed in making their home 
a little bit of heaven, with perfect harmony between man 
and wife. I feel that that alone is a great contribution to 
society. If we have homes clean and tidy, concubinage ~ 
and many kinds of sins will automatically be lessened. 
When a man works hard during the day, if when he begins 
to think of his home he can actually say “ Home, sweet 
home,” I believe he will not go wrong very far. 

In the afternoon we had a small Vestry Meeting in 
the Pastor’s study, and discussed the financial problems that 
we discussed in Sintu and Chongkiang. | 

On Sunday, the 20th, we had our Confirmation Ser- 
vice in the morning, when nine were confirmed. It was 
good to see one or two students confirmed at the same 
time with the farmers. In the afternoon a group of Middle 
School boys came and I had the opportunity of talking to 
them on the Rich Young Ruler—a challenging message to 
them. I am glad to think that they enjoyed the message, 
and went off wishing that they could have another half- 
hour. They came a little late, and so I talked until dark, 
when I could no longer see their faces and they could no 
longer see me. Oil is so terribly expensive these days and 
one did not want to bother the Pastor to prepare light just 
for one talk. It was interesting to meet one or two farmer 
Christians, who don’t know much about Christianity but 
who evidently have had the peace of the Lord in their 
hearts. One farmer told me, “I am very happy in spite 
of the financial distress because the Lord is with me. He 
has given me peace which passes understanding, and which 
I could not buy even if I had much money.” The Principal 
of the National Shantung Middle School in Tehyang came | 
to visit me on Sunday morning, asking me to speak in his 
school at 6 o’clock on Monday morning! To my great 
- regret I had to refuse him and ask him to send his boys 
along on Sunday afternoon. This explains how we had the 
Sunday Afternoon Students’ Meeting in Tehyang. — 

On Monday, the 21st, we started quite early for 
Mienchuh. I was glad that I had not consented to go and 
lecture at the Middle School that morning, for it rained 
hard all night through on the 20th, and the road became > 
a muddy pond. We had to plough in the deep soft muddy 
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fields (for there was no road at all) for seventy li, before we 
arrived at Mienchuh. The first forty li, between Tehyang 
and Hsiao Ch’iien, was the worst. Mr. Maxwell and Dr. 
Knights had to hire hua-kan to carry their bicycles while 
they ploughed through on their legs. I had to get three 
ricksha pullers to pull and push my empty ricksha through 
the mud and I had to walk part of the way in the muddy 
fields. It was slippery beyond description. It would have 
been an amusing sight if it could have been snapped! We 
got to Mienchuh just about dark, and it was a cheering sight 
after the muddy road to see the new bride and bridegroom 
(Mr. and Mrs. Eliott) coming out to meet us. We were 
welcomed to see their new drawing room, which is half of 
the long sitting room at Mienchuh. The other half of this 
room is going to be their little private chapel. Mrs. Eliott 
is so charming, and it has not taken her long to make up 
her mind that she loves Mienchuh and would like to stay 
there. She likes it so much that she even told me, when I 
asker her, that she is not sure whether she wants to come 
back to Chengtu at all in the near future! Mr. George 
Eliott is humble and eager to learn; he works hard and 


is not a bit imperialistic in his attitude toward people. 


People in Mienchuh like him and his wife very much. 


They are certainly a congenial couple and a great asset to 
the work. | 


It was very nice to see Pastor and Mrs. Tuan and 
their children in another part of the compound; Mr. and 


Mrs. Moh and their children; Mr. and Mrs. Ku Yuin-feng 


in still another corner. They were all working hard and 
doing what they could for the Church in spite of the fact 


that it was difficult for them to keep body and soul together 
in face of this increasing high cost of living. Mr. Tuan is 


the leader of the group and is playing a good part. While 
Mr. Maxwell and Dr. Knights stayed at the Hospital, I 
stayed with the Eliotts. It was very good of Mrs. Eliott 
to entertain her guest in the best way she could, while she 


had not yet finished making a home for herself. We were 


all invited to have a meal in Mr. Tuan’s house and I was 
delighted to taste a bowl of green peas cooked by Mrs. Tuan 
in a way she had learned from ”y wife, so that it had my 


own home flavour ! 
On Tuesday, the 22nd, we hea our Confirmation Ser- 
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vice in the morning, and the Christian members enjoyed the 
message. Four people were confirmed. In the afternoon 
we had the Vestry Meeting, in which I stressed the fact that — 
if foreign money is hindered from coming, Mienchuh 
Church must be more self-supporting. To this the members 


‘responded very readily. One farmer stood up and promised — 


to subscribe $500, another $200, another $50, another 
$20, another $10. Another promised a pig, and another a 
chicken. Still another promised many eggs and another a 
teo of rice, which is worth more than $20, and so forth. 


-£o we had about $800 promised that afternoon, which is a 


creat encouragement to the Pastor and his wife, and to us 
all. At the same time it was a welcome meeting to welcome | 
the new doctors of the Hospital—Dr. Chu and Dr. Ko— 
the Eliotts, Mr. Maxwell, Dr. and Mrs. Knights and myself. 
Several speeches were made. Alec Maxwell was the main 
speaker on this occasion, and I tried to keep the instruction 
of the proverb, “Speech is silver, but silence is golden.”’ 
Thus the vestry and welcome meeting ended very happily. 
In the latter part of the afternoon I visited some of the 
members on the street, and it was very amusing to see old 
Liu T’ang Tong just as he was years ago. It reminds one 
of the phrase in the Prayer Book: “As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be.” He really is a fine 
fellow who loves to have a cup of tea with you and talk 
about the universe. Well, in the evening we had a tentative 
Medical Board Meeting to discuss about the future of the 
Hospital, for I had to dash away the next day to Anhsien 
for fear that if it rained that night the road between 


- Mienchuh and Anhsien would be even worse than the 


seventy li between Tehyang and Mienchuh. I regret that I 
did not see enough of John and Mary Jenkins, but I had 
a long chat with Dr. Wu about some of the difficulties 
in Hospital. However, I know John is a hard worker, and 
Mary has the Mary spirit. They will both struggle along 
and do their best for the Hospital and for the work as a 


whole. 


On Thursday, the 24th, I passed through Hsiu Shui Ho, 
and had the pleasure of seeing Mr. and Mrs. Hsiong 
Kuang-iao and their children and a few church members, 
and had a meal with them in one of the street shops. I had > 
2lso the privilege of trying to smooth a little bit of the 
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disgruntled spirit of Mrs. Huang T’ien-luh, whose husband 
died a few months ago. Mrs. Huang has a wrong con- 
ception, and thinks that her dear Bishop Mowll promised 
her that so long as her husband did not sell opium on the 
premises, she could live there for ever and ever. She did 
not like to be asked to move away after the death of her 
husband, even after half a year’s grace! I had to assure 
her that Archbishop Mowll when he was diocesan here 
certainly did not make such a promise, though he was most 
generous and gracious toward all men. | 
After the time at Hsiu Shui-Ho (there was no Confir- 
mation there), as the day was still early, I pressed on to 
. Anhsien, and gave the people a happy shock. It was a real 
joy to hear the voice and see the face of Miss Belcher 
as one entered the main gate. She is now strong and 
healthy, and full of energy. You can feel that she is work- 
ing hard and thoroughly enjoying her work. After the sight 
of Miss Belcher one was charmed to see Mrs. Shen, wife of 
the Bishop of the Diocese of Shensi, Pastor and Mrs. 
Nelson Liu and their children, Pastor Fu Pei-chi, Miss Fu | 
Roh-chang, the latter’s sister, and a whole group. It was 
a joy to see these old friends again. They were all full of | 
sympathetic smiles, as if to give rest to the traveller. It was — 
a privilege to be put under the shelter of the vestry next to 
the church. One felt one ought to be a saint by staying 
several days and nights in the vestry. While I was enjoying 
my life in Anhsien with this group of friends, Alec Maxwell 
and Frank Knights were left behind in Mienchuh, for they 
were more courageous than I in being willing to face the 
dreadful weather and the muddy-pond road if it rained. 
That afternoon and evening was a good chance for me to 
_have some individual talks with my colleagues about their 
problems. It turned out to be beauiful sunshine the next 
morning as I went to our Middle School to talk over our 
- programme with John Song, the Principal. There I was 
very glad to meet the company of teachers, and had a few 
words with each and all of them. In the midst it was 
amusing to find a good old man—well over fifty—teaching 
Chinese. He was so “ kuei-kuei chii chii tih” as mission- 
aries used to say, and so careful in choosing his words and 
phrases when he talked with me. I at once, of course, tried 
my best to make him at home by chatting about Chinese 
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literature with him. Needless to say it was a joy to have.my 
own daughter Adelaide accompanying me to school that 
morning. I was cheered to see her room clean and neat. 
I went to listen to her teaching in the classroom and I was 
glad that her voice carried to the last row. But the first 
item of the programme that John Song graciously gave me 
was to climb up Shen Teng Shan—a mountain fifteen li 
high, near the city of Anhsien. Miss Belcher, my daughter, 
the Principal, Mr. Fu P’ei-chi, my ricksha pullers and myself 
made up the party. We took some hot tea and I bought 
some cakes from the street, so after a stiff climb we all 
enjoyed a picnic at the top. Miss Belcher took photos of 
us all. We met a priest who told us a fascinating story of 
how there was a natural supply of oil on top of the moun- 
tain for lighting the lantern every night, which can be seen — 
from a far distance. At one time there was a group of 
monks on the mount. The head monk was rather greedy 
for oil and he tried to make the hole bigger than it was in 
order to get a greater supply, but when he made the hole 
bigger the oil was all gone and he had to be content with 
none. This story, whether true or not, certainly reminds 
us of the story of the manna in the wilderness, in the book 
of Exodus. Those who took more found that it was 
spoiled. Those who took less did not suffer from in- 
sufficiency. Thus we learn the lesson and the wisdom 
of praying for our daily bread. God has a definite portion 
for each of His children day by day, and it is no good to be 
selfish and greedy. By the time we came down from the 
mount it was already quite late in the afternoon, and we 
were very happy to welcome our two brave brothers, Alec 
and Frank, from Mienchuh. We enjoyed a most delicious 
supper given us by the Lius. Again we had opportunities of 
good personal talks with one another that evening. I had 
a very full programme in Anhsien. I had opportunity to 
hold a real Confirmation Service in the Church with the 
whole school attending. Ten students were confirmed, 
including Mrs. Shen’s son and Pastor Liu’s son. The con- 
gregation was in its full capacity to observe the message, 
and the. service was well prepared by Pastor Liu before- 
hand. It was beautiful and solemn. The confirmees could 
appreciate the message and act of Confirmation with their 


intellects as well as their spirits. You could hear a pin 
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drop throughout the whole service. My subject was the 
meaning and purpose of Confirmation. I had also good 
opportunity of speaking to the boys and girls in school 
four or five times, and had the privilege of giving them a 
course on Chinese history. You can teach a lot of 
Christianity by telling a good old story. You can 
grip the whole soul and mind of the boys and 
girls and swing them whichever way you like. It was a 
comfort to know that after all the boys and girls could 
appreciate a good story in Chinese literature. Right there — 
I must confess that I created trouble for my old Chinese 
teacher, for that very afternoon the whole class surrounded 
the good old man demanding to be taught Chinese in 
Bishop Song’s way! and he had to agree; but it was an 
impossibility for him to face! So he came to me and had > 
two or three talks dealing with the matter of how to grip 
the attention and arouse the interest of the boys and girls 
in teaching Chinese. Thus there was a fine opportunity of 
helping a teacher to teach. The old man was deeply 
touched and humble. I believe that solid Christianity mixed 
up with a good old Chinese story will be long remembered. 
It is more effective than a set of dry sermons! I also had 
_ two occasions of telling some of the Old Testament stories 
to a big mixed group of ladies, working women, old and 
young, children and babies. The Lord was very gracious 
to us, and we had a grand time.. Then we had the Vestry 
Meeting. Good old Tuan Ta Ie was willing to give $200 
towards self-support. Many others gave actual money at 
the moment. Some of them made promises and wrote them 
down in black and white. After that we had a meeting of 
all workers and teachers and I was called upon to give them 
a spiritual talk. Then we tried to face a few of the 
problems. One person, whose name I don’t need to men- 
tion, was rather naughty, and it was my great joy to try 
and heal that sore spot in the stillness of the evening before 
going to bed. Time flew like an arrow. Four days at 
Anhsien soon fled away. 

Dr. Frank Knights made good medical examination of 
a number of students; Alec Maxwell preached both in 


school and in Church, and his messages were greatly appre-__. 


ciated. At the moment of departure on Monday, the 28th, . 
both host and hostess and their guests felt that the time 
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was too short. | 
We arrived at Mienyang later in the afternoon on the 


28th. When we had had a cup of tea at the Duddingtons’ 


- house, we met old Pastor Wu K’eh-ch’ang, ready to pounce 


on us with the sad stories of his family life. It was a 
surprising joy to me to meet Mr. Ch’en K’o-ta, father of 
Dr. C. C. Ch’en, of nation-wide fame in the world of 
medicine and head of the Public Health Movement in 


Szechwan. We had several long intimate talks together, 


for C. C. Ch’en was a student of mine in the early days. 
It was such a happiness to see the Duddies and Pastor and 
Mrs. Tseng in Mienyang. They were very busy and have 
done good work. 

We started early on Tuesday, the 29th, for Chongpa, 
and had a dark meeting that evening in Pastor Chang’s 
house, for he had only one light, in an old-style Chinese 
lamp containing vegetable oil. We could hear one another’s 
voices but were not allowed to see each other’s faces. The 
next day we had a Vestry Meeting in which some funny 
things happened! But afterwards both Alec and I had 
good opportunities of expounding the Scriptures to the 
group, and then in the evening there were some troubles 
to be settled. I am sorry to say that both the Pastor and 
his wife had some lessons to learn. 

In the afternoon of that day Dr. Frank Knights re- 


ceived a telegram from the Donnies asking him to go to 


Hanchow to heal Audrey, who had typhoid. We are glad 
to be able to say now that Audrey is completely recovered. 
On Thursday, the 21st, Alec and I returned to Mien- 


‘yang. We had a strenuous time there. There was a Vestry 
Meeting which was very helpful. They were eager and 


ready to raise more money for the Self-support Fund. A> 


committee was formed afterwards to raise a thousand 


dollars for next year if possible. I had the opportunity of 
speaking to a Christian congregation on the most fascinating 
story of Mary and Martha. I also had the chance of talk- 
ing to a Bible Class both in Chinese and English on the 
Rich Young Ruler. It was nice to see the faces of that 
group of students from Shantung who were so responsive 


to the Christian message. I was called to speak to the 


whole school—the Sixth Government Middle School of 


Shantung, which has evacuated to Mienyang. There were > 


more than six hundred students. The time for my address 
was six o'clock in the morning, on Friday, November Ist. 
The next day I was asked to give three talks to a large 
group of teachers who had been called from different places 
to Mienyang for special training. It was a grand time, for 
they listened so eagerly. These addresses had to be given 
in an open-air field. The listeners had to stand, so you 
can see that it was very exhausting. On Sunday, the 3rd, 
we had a nice Confirmation Service in the morning; twelve 
persons were confirmed. After preaching I felt myself 
washed out, but the time was well worth while. Alec 
Maxwell was busy on his part, and his hands were qone 
full in Mienyang. | 

On Monday, the 4th, I arrived at Lokiang feeling rather 
sickly, but it was stimulating to see another group of young ~ 
men coming to the church for a message, and a Confirma- 
tion Service was taken that evening, with the help of Pastor 
_T’ang Shih-ch’en, whose wife was gracious enough to pre- 
pare a nice clean room and meals for me, with a vase of 
flowers in a corner of the room. It is the first time I 
had seen a asy room in Lokiang! Three were confirmed 
here. 

After the services I felt so poorly I had to retire, 
while Mr. Maxwell with his greater energy and vigour 
pushed on to Tehyang on his bicycle, to help settle the. 
question of the sale of property at L’ioh-p’ing. | 

On Tuesday, the 5th, I arrived at Hanchow via 
Tehyang and it was nice to see Miss Fugl again on the 
way and enjoy her cup of tea and a little conversation. 
Knowing that the Donnies’ house was more than fully 
occupied, and the anxiety and concern that they had over 
their child, I did not trespass upon their hospitality but 
quietly went to stay in Mr. and Mrs. Wang’s house and 
enjoyed fellowship with them. 

On Wednesday, the 6th, we had a Confirmation Seviioe 
in the Church. Four people were confirmed. The Lord 
was specially with us that morning and gave us a searching 
message. It was good to be there. After the service I had 
the opportunity of saying to the congregation what I had 
intended to say in the Vestry Meeting, and to my great | 
regret I had to leave the afternoon meeting to Alec Maxwell 
to carry on, for I truly Bent washed out after more than ten 
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sleepless nights. At the same time, I was very happy, for 
the Hanchow people had a better speaker in the afternoon. 
I started quietly for Chengtu and got in late that afternoon. 
It was a happy sight to see the familiar faces and buildings 
and flowers of the Pi Fang Kiai compound again. I must 
apologise for the length of this letter. I know my readers 


will be. more tired in reading it than I was when I got 


back to Chengtu; but if they can still put up a smile after 
the effort of reading it then I marvel at their patience and 
say, Thank you! 
remain, very sincerely yours, 
C. T. SONG, 
Bishop. 


Station Notes. 


Day 1. Langchung. 

These last few years Christian activities have gradually 
increased in this city. There is now a Church school for 
young boys and girls with an attendance of 200 or more; 
a hospital made extra busy by the coming of a big National 
Middle School; and a recently opened Bible Institute. 
Prayer is asked that the gathering together of so many 
Christian workers, Chinese and foreign, in one city may 
result in real blessing to it. New life is badly needed in the. 


local Church. 


-Sintientsi. The crops this summer and autumn have 
largely failed, and it will be a hard winter for many. Please. 
remember in prayer the young school teacher here and the 
ministry to scattered country Christians. 


Tanishan, Two members of the Evangelistic Band 
visited the district last summer. In the church here 
scattered members were visited and encouraged. The 
annual heathen festival was held in August, when there 
were daily preaching services and many interested listeners; 
but as most of them came from a distance it is not easy 
to conserve the results. 


Day 3. Ilung. 
The Church is rejoicing in the conversion of a Mr. 
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Li, an educated and influential man. He was blessed during 
his stay in Paoning Hospital, and is now a great _ to the 
little company of believers. 


Day 4. Kwangyuan. 
During the absence of the Pastor for seven Sunditve, 


voluntary workers did very well in their various duties, 
taking the services very quietly and reverently. Dr. Chao, 
-.an ex-pupil of a mission school, and his wife, from 
Hanchong, are a help to the local church; as is also Dr. 
-Ts’u, an earnest Presbyterian whose Gospel messages are 
like “good news from a far country,” and whose life 
witnesses.to his teaching. Please pray for this man’s witness 
in this church and city, that it may bear much fruit. A few 
factory girls have been coming during their lunch hour to 
learn to read, and are “ quite keen on the Gospel, learning 
a verse a day.” Miss Mitchell asks prayer for some people 
who were to be baptised last July. — 


Day 5. Pachow. | 
* Dr. Maddox spent a month or two in this centre and 


‘medical-evangelistic work was carried on during his stay. 
Please pray for those who were helped at that time. 


Day 6. Fu-tsun-i, 
Miss Wallis had asked Dr. Broomhall to help in a 
week of meetings for boys last summer, but these had to be 
cancelled on account of a bad cholera epidemic, in the 
district. In spite of this, ten boys turned up and, as they 
_ had come a long way, were given just one day of singing 
-and games and Bible teaching. One of them actually de- 
veloped cholera, but, after a time of great anxiety and 
unremitting care by the doctor and the ladies, by the mercy 
_-of God he recovered sufficiently to be carried home by his 
relatives when they came for him. Dr. Broomhall spent 
four weeks in the station and “inoculated several scores 
of people with newly acquired vaccine, and did a few small 


operations.” 


7. Yingshan. 

Miss Allen and Miss Warren left for furlough on 
‘September 30th last, and Mr. and Mrs. Sadler, formerly 
at Wanhsien, arrived on October 4th. Please pray that they 
‘may be made a blessing in this place, especally to the men 
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of the church. Please pray also that Miss Parsons may be 
guided in all arrangements for visitng the country out- 
stations and Chowkow. It is hoped that the annual Bible: 
Schools for men and women may be held early in the 


Chinese New Year (about February, 1941). A Chinese: 


Biblewoman is badly needed for the work here. 

| Chowkow. The outstanding event has been the transfer 
of the church from the compound occupied for several 
years to another on the same street. There have been many 
‘difficulties connected with this matter. Please continue to: 
pray for Evangelist Ho who is in charge of the work. 


Day 8. Nanchung. 
This city was badly bombed on ‘miaiitiae 3rd last.. 
The missionaries were all wonderfully delivered and none: 


of the believers suffered loss of life, though some of them 


lost their possessions. The missior house and church were 
damaged considerably, as bombs fell all around. Services 
and classes have been poorly attended since the bombing,. 
as many people have removed to the country. The new 
‘Pastor, Rev. David Hsii, and his wife, have now arrived 


from Wanhsien. Prayer is asked for guidance regarding 


the future work in this centre. During air raid alarms, 
missionaries go out of the city with crowds of other people,,. 
and many fine opportunities of witnessing are thus afforded. 


Days 9, 10 and 11. Kwangan Deanery. 

Owing to the bombing of Kwangan early.tn September,. 
plans for the autumn’s work were slightly changed. The 
Mulrenans have moved to Kwanyinko, the Armstrongs and 
Miss Henshall are temporarily at Taishihch’ang, while Mr. 
Davis is at Kwangan. The house formerly occupied there by 
the missionaries and, more recently, by the Chinese evan- 
gelist and his family, was hit during the raid. The Church 
building adjoining escaped with slight damage. No one 
was on the premises at the time, and there were no casualties 
among Church members. 

Mr. Davis has written an article for the B.C.M.S. 
Magazine (November, 1940) telling of the great oppor- 
_ tunities among the two thousand and more boys and girls: 
in the four large schools in Kwangan who range in age 
from about 15 to 25. ‘“ They are potential missionaries 
(and able ones) not only to the business and Government 
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offices of the three cities, but to the villages and schools, 
the farms and farm labourers of the whole district... . 
Perhaps readers . . . will pray with us that true Christians 
may be won from amongst the students, who will get a 
vision of the fields ‘white unto harvest’ and give their 
lives to the task... .” | 

Evangelist Keo and Mr. Pan, formerly Language 
Teacher, are at the Bible School in Langchung. In their 
place we have the help of Evangelist Wang; he is tem-— 
porarily at Taishihch’ang. The Armstrongs have opened — 
a Dispensary there and Wang is doing a good work making © 
known the Gospel to the patients who come. 


Archdeacon Ts’ai spent the first three weeks of 
October in the district, visiting the Churches for devotional 
- meetings and for discussion of matters of business with 
the Church Councils. In Yochih, and later in Linshui, 
three full days of meetings were held, the response in 
both places being very encouraging. At Linshui the work 
is still slow, and marked by an almost total lack of young 
people. At Yochih there have been some additions to the 
congregation recently, and the Pastor has got together a 
keen group of schoolgirls. One young fellow, converted 
during the Mission held in February last by members of 
the Women’s Evangelistic Band, is going on well. 


Day 12. Chiihsien. 
City work. has been somewhat icin since the 


bombing of the city last August. Mr. and Mrs. Darbyshire _. 


have recently been living in the market at T’u-ch’i, and 
prayer is specially asked for the work there. Formerly, 
there were many Christians in that area, but work of recent 
years has been difficult. 


Day 14. Tahsien. | 
Mr. Orr has recently left to take up work in Liangshan, 
so the staff is somewhat depleted. The city was bombed last 
August, and Mrs, Chan, a keen catechumen, was killed. - 
As a result, the city church has scattered, and only half the 
usual number meet for services. Miss Dix is holding her 
school at the hill bungalow, and already a good number 


Of girls are in residence. The country work is most encour- . 


-aging. At Shuang-ho-ch’ang the Church has grown during ~ 
the last three months, and plans have been laid to purchase 
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a building to act as a church. At Tong-chia-keo, the first 
baptisms took place recently—twelve men and women. 
Ch’ang-ch’i has received the Gospel, and interested local 
people have taken premises as a centre for the work. 


Day 16. Liangshan. | 

Services and visiting have been continued in recent 
months in spite of frequent air raid alarms and some 
bombings. When, on May 2lst last, an “egg” fell in the 
middle of the Orphanage courtyard at the Hospital, blow- 
ing all four sides to pieces, mercifully no one was hurt, 
and even the three pigs, two dogs and the goat were all 
untouched! The main building escaped except for broken 
glass and tiles and the falling of wooden partitions between 
the rooms. Mrs. Robinson and Miss Barber are still res- 
ponsible for work amongst the orphans, who are now 
scattered in four different places. Mr. Wang Teh-hsi has 
gone to work in the Kwangan area, and Mr. Ellison and 
Mr. Orr have come to Liangshan. Please pray for inter- 
ested people in this district who have recently heard the 


Gospel. 


-Tienkiang. Last June a few days’ meetings held for 
city and country leaders were very helpful and successful. 
These meetings were taken by Archdeacon Ts’ai. Miss 
Wang En-tseh has now joined the staff of the pastorate. 


Please pray for the increased country work during the 


autumn and winter months, and also for the great need of 
a preaching hall in the city. 


Day 17. Kaithsien. | 

Last summer there was some encouragement from 
work on the hillside. A new district (Ta-ch’i-shan) was 
visited, and during the summer Sunday congregations in- 
creased from 12 to over 40. Homes were visited, and 
several people professed to believe. Linkianghsih has been 
without resident missionaries for some months, but visits 
have been paid from time to time. The Chinese evangelist 
there would value prayer. 

Wen-tang-tsing. This place ha also been without 
missionaries for some time, and has now only a temporary 
evangelist. Please pray for this place and its out-station, 
coe) ien- -fang. There is a nucleus-of really keen Chris- — 
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Day 18. Wanhsien. | 

_ Please pray especially for the work among refugees. 
in this centre. Mr. Harper has recently gone to Chungking, 
so Mr. Snow is left alone to care for Wanhsien, Fengkieh 
and Yiinanch’ang. } 

Fengkieh. Meetings for the Christians have often to 
be held away from the city owing to the frequency of 
air raid alarms. A new attempt is being made at dispensary 
work in Yiinanch’ang. The great need appears to be for a 
more definite witness on the part of the Christians before 
the eyes of the heathen. 


Day 22. Chongpa. 

Pastor Chen, at 60 years of age, has retired from active 
work as a clergyman, and this station now has the Rev. 
Chang Po-ai as Pastor. Pastor Chang has recently com-. 
pleted a year’s “ refresher course ” of study at the Chengtu 
Union University. 

Day 23. Mienyang. | 

_ The autumn days of sunshine have seen a return of 
frequent air raid alarms as Japanese aeroplanes pass over 
the city on their way to bomb the capital. The regular . 
Bible Class work among Government School students con- 
tinues to give encouragement. One of the best Christian 
students from among them has been recently accepted as a 
trainee for possible future ordination, and is now working 
in Chengtu. | 

Day 24. Anhsien. | 

The Church has continued to benefit from the efficient 
help given by refugee Christian workers from other parts 
of the C.H.S.K.H. field. Pastor and Mrs. Lin, from 
Ichang, have contributed a new reverence to the church 
services and an understanding pastoral spirit in the shep- — 
herding of the church members. Mrs. Shen, the wife of 
the Chinese missionary Bishop of Shensi, gives invaluable 
help in the work of the Women’s Missionary Service 
League and in the Mothers’ Union. The Sunday School 
work for neighbouring children is encouraging. In the 
Middle School, great difficulty is being experienced owing 
to the phenomenal rise in the cost of rice and other com- 
modities. Teachers’ salaries, fixed before the recent very big. 
rise in the cost of living, are not sufficient to feed them 
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adequately. Living has now risen to 1,000 per cent. above 
pre-war prices (i.e., ten times as high). Merchants and 
farming people are flourishing, but professional classes are 
suffering as a result of these price movements. Nine people 
were baptised in the first half of 1940 and six (others were 


received as catechumen. 


Day 25. Mienchu. : 
Dr. and Mrs. Knights are spending the second year of 


their language study here and are looking forward to getting 
to know one of the “country” stations before taking up 
responsibilities in the capital. 


Day 26. Tehyang. 
Rev. T’ang was greatly encouraged last week when, 


after his preaching in the prison, fifteen of the men asked 
to have their names put down as inquirers. Mrs. Wei (the 
Biblewoman) and Miss Fugl have also been greatly en- 
couraged lately in finding much more response among 
the women prisoners. The harvest festival, although not 
so well attended as usual owing to much rain previously, 
was an encouragement too, as the thankoffering was larger 


than in any previous year. Two old farmers and a student 


from the Shangtung Middle School were baptised in 
October. 


Day 29. Chongkiang. 

One of the Christian women here whe. for four or 
five years, has been insane and seemed to have no mind 
at all, has recently been wonderfully healed in answer to 
prayer. Her husband is a keen Christian, and much prayer 
has been offered by the Church for the recovery of this 
unhappy woman. First of all, she showed signs of slight 
improvement, and then one Sunday, to the delight of all 
the Christians, she walked into church perfectly normal. 
She said she had seen a light over her bed early one morning 


and heard a voice saying, “‘ You’ve been in the dark all these 


years ; get up and do your work ” ; and from that moment 
her mind became perfectly clear. 7 | 


Day 30. Chengtu. 
Many problems confront this Church. After the 


Government had given repeated warnings to the towns- 


people that the city would be submitted to heavy air raids, 
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large numbers of people moved out into the country, in- 
cluding many of the church members. Church attendance 
has suffered badly in consequence. We are, however, seek- 


ing to keep in touch with these church members by regular 


visitation, and intend to use some of their homes as 
centres for fresh evangelistic work. A Week of Witness 
had been planned, but had to be postponed. Christians had 
already volunteered to hold meetings of witness in their 
homes, and it was our intention to close the series by one 
united meeting in Church at the end of the week. Special 
arrangements had been made to make the Harvest Thanks- 
giving service this year as vital as possible. Once again 
air raid alarms kept the congregation away, and there was 
only a small attendance. Among English-speaking Chinese 
members of the S.K.H., and missionaries, we have arranged 
to have a devotional meeting at the Campus every Friday 
afternoon. 

The West Szechwan Training School for women evan- 
gelists was opened on the 23rd September. The students, 
though only five in number, will be a useful asset in the 
work of this parish, and already have found their way into 
many homes. Colonies of people living in new huts outside 
the city walls, where they have migrated to be, as they think, 
safer from Japanese bombs than they would be inside, 
afford a good opportunity for neighbourhood evangelistic 
meetings. The preaching hall, open three evenings a week, 
and the mission service in Church on Sunday evenings, 
also give ample scope for their training; and there is great 
- Opportunity for work among children who, it seems, would 
stream into the hall at any time we cared to open it! The 
prayers of friends would be valued, that these young 
workers may be guided and trained aright, and that all their 
powers may be used in the Master’s service. 


Personal 


The Rev. G. H. Aldis has arrived back in Paoning 
after an eventful journey back to the West via Indo- 
China. He will be assisting Mr. Stephen Liu, a former 
schoolboy of Paoning, who has begun a vocational school. 
He will also be giving lectures in the new Bible School. 
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The Rev. T. E. Benson is also in Paoning, in charge ° 
of .the Bible School recently started for men and women. 
Miss Agnes Clarke, formerly in Hopei, has also come to 
the Province to assist in this important work. 


Miss Dora Churchill, a new worker and fiancée of 
Dr. J. Broomhall, is due at Paoning by the middle of 
January. Miss Irene Walker, a dispenser from Shansi 
Province, coming to work in the Paoning Hospital, has 
been travelling with her. They have been making the 
long journey across North China. Dr. Broomhall travelled 
as far as Loyang to meet Miss Churchill, and on the return 
journey was delayed at Hanchung by an attack of para- 
_ typhoid. He has now recovered and a cable was received 
in London saying the party was leaving Hanchung on 
January 15th for Paoning. Miss Churchill expects to be 
stationed at Fu-tsun-i until their marriage some months 
hence. 


Dr. Sir Ivor Beauchamp has cor: a serious attack of 
typhoid, but recent news was that he was making a good 
convalescence. 


Miss Olive Lucas arrived in Shanghai on October Ist 
and was hoping to get through to West China. — 


Mr. and Mrs. Derbyshire, after the destruction of their 
home in Chiihsien, went to live in Tu-chi, an out-station 
of Chiihsien. 


The Revs. C. W. Ellison and soeeciteaed Ove have recently 
gone to work in Liangshan. 


Mr. Robert Harper i 1S Semporarily stationed in Chung- 
king. 


The Rev. F. G. Snow i is now alone at Wanhsien, being 
responsible for that centre and for Kweifu. 


The Misses Alen and Warren have left for furlough 
and are now in U.S.A. They hope to be able to come to 
visit England later on: 


The Rev. and Mrs. Sadler are now at Yingshan. 
Archdeacon Donnithorne has been in Chiesin for 


medical treatment. His daughter Audrey has been ill with — 
typhoid, but is now recovered. 
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| Prayer Cycle. 


EASTERN SZECHWAN : 

Day. | | 
-LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 
TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 

ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 

KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 

PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGKIANG. 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. | 
YINGSHAN,-CHOWKOW. 

NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. 

YOCH’TH. 

KUAN-IN-KOH, -LINSHUi. 
CHUHSIEN, WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 
TACHU. 

TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 
WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 

LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 
KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG-SHIH. 


WANHSIEN. 
FENGKIEH (KWEIFU),YUNYANG, YUIN-AN-CH’ANG. 


WESTERN SZECHWAN : 

20. MOWCHOW. 

21. P’ING-WU (LONGAN). KIANGYU. 
CHONGPA. 
23. MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). 

24. ANHSIEN. 

25. MIENCHU. 

26. TEHYANG. 

27. HANCHOW. 

28. SINTU. 

29. CHONGKIANG. 

30. CHENGTU. 

31. UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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Special Subjects for 
Thanksgiving and Intercession. 


LET US THANK GOD. 


For His blessing and help given to Bishop Song, Mr. Maxwell 
and Dr. Knights during their tour of the Western Szechwan 
Dioceses, and the encouraging report of progress in so many stations. | 
For those confirmed by the Bishop during this tour. 


For the preservation of missionaries and Chinese Church mem- 
bers in recent air raids, and for all the work which is being carried += 
on in spite of frequent bombings. 


For the keenness and interest of students in non-Christian 
schools, as well as of the boys and girls in Mission schools. 


- For the help given by voluntary workers in Kwangyuan and 
elsewhere, and for their growth in Christian life and experience. 


LET US PRAY. 


For all Chinese workers under such severe financial strain 
Owing to increased cost of living; and that their material anxieties 
may not hinder their spiritual life and witness. 


For missionaries recently transferred to new stations or taking 
up new work ; ; and for recruits still struggling with the language. 


For converts who have been recently baptised or confirmed, 
that they may continually “ grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”” That revival may come to the. church in 
Langchung as the result of the gathering together of so many 
Christian workers in Bible School, Hospital, Vocational School, 
etc. 


For the work among refugees, especially in Wanhsien. 


For the Middle School for Boys and Girls in Anhsien; and 
for the new Vocational School in Langchung. That many students 


in the Kwangan district may be won for Christ and may hear 


His call to give their lives to the task of witnessing for Him. 
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~ Thyself by the precious blood of Thy dear Son and for the © e 
of - 


Thee “by loving the souls whom Christ died; and by 
ng to. make known His glorious salvation throughout 
the world. ‘We pray Thee -to send down. Thy heavenly — 
uport Thy servants, the Bishops and pastors of’ 
flock in. Western China, and all who are associated with 
their work for Thee. May Thy presence be with = 
Our miSsionary brethren and sisters who are. secking to 
the knowltdge of Thee to. those who know: Thee not. 
Thy Holy Spirit bless: -and- prosper all their work 
it to good success. We pray for those who hate 
baptised “into Thy faith, fear and love that 
grace and the knowledge of “Thee. We 


for those who know Thee not that: they may 
the cords of Thy Fatherly love to faith in our Lord 


Jesus: Christ, that they and we may work and pray t 
for the return, of OUr inj 
"Finally, we pray that Thou wouldest comfort and strengthen 
who are in frouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other 
anxiety ;- cheer and. encourage all who are in special need Of 
‘Thy help; and bring ‘both them and us. to Thy Heay 
» through Jesus ‘Christ our -Lor. 
Bulletin is issued four times a year, andissent 
free .of charge to. all subscribers of 5/- and overtothe 
funds of the Diecesan Association, Others who wish 
for the Magazine. can obtaih it from the 
Secretary. on payment ‘of 2/- ‘annum. {to include 
postage). Residents in ‘Canada, Australia or. 
Zealand, however, sl uld apply to the respective 
in those countries, whose: names appearinside - 
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N.B.P*ingwu and Kiangyu, althoughin the Diocese of Western Szechwan, are stations of the C.I.M. 
Church Army representatives are working under the C.M.S. in Western Szechwan. 
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